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for the present site. The first instalment of .6100,000 received
from the corporation will be exhausted during the coming
summer. Afterwards, until the present buildings are given
up to the corporation, the cost of the new buildings will
have to be defrayed by money borrowed at interest, which, of
course, is costly. Moreover, it has to be borne in mind that
when the new infirmary with its increased number of beds and
the new receiving house with its separate administrative staff
are occupied the annual expenditure will be much larger
than at present. So far, income and expenditure have run
fairly well together but unless the former, under the new
conditions, is very considerably increased this smooth

progression cannot be maintained. The question is whether
the list of regular subscribers can be sufficiently enlarged.
This is the day of high and increasing rates, of municipal
expenditure on the grand scale, of municipal enterprises not
always well considered and by many thought to be reckless
and spendthrift. It is the day, moreover, when private
living tends more and more towards self-indulgence
and extravagance. This state of things is not favourable
to a sympathetic consideration of the calls of charity and
duty, and the future of our hospitals and dispensaries is, to
those interested, a subject of grave anxiety. It is said that

already there is a deficiency in the income of our local
medical charities of f.1O,OOO a year. It seems pretty clear,
therefore, that their services to humanity will soon have to be
curtailed seriously, or that those who have means must
become more awake to the duty of giving help to those less
fortunate than themselves.

Baby Farming. 9
In her last report Miss F. Zanetti, the inspector for the

Chorlton union, says that the present Infant Life Protection
Act is not efficacious. There is no restraint ’on those who
adopt a child for a larger sum than .620, and none on those
who nurse one child at a time." It has been discovered
that during the last year baby-farming has been un-

usually rife. Advertisements have been put in news-

papers-Scotch and North of England newspapers espe-
cially-offering to adopt a child for so much and at the
same time, in Manchester papers for example, "asking
for a home in which a baby could be taken with a
small premium." In answer to these advertisements
seven or eight babies have been received-together with
various sums-who are handed to other persons, a profit
being made on each transaction. " In one case they received
S60, of which they paid .66 only to the woman who took the
child; in another they kept Z5 out of .610. They themselves
had adopted a child with whom a premium of f.250 had been
paid.’’ It seems that the original baby-farmers had committed
no technical offence and so escaped punishment, as proceed-
ings against offenders must be taken within six months of the
date of the offence and all but one of those who received the
children from these people escaped for the same reason.
Miss Zanetti says that there is still some opposition to the
"one child case being notified and inspected, but as the
result of her eight years’ experience her conviction is that

every child maintained for hire or reward apart from the
parents should be protected by the visits of an inspector. In

many cases the child is received into an overcrowded house,
as "one more or less does not matter," and "fed on the
domestic menu of older members of the family," and where
the mother is satisfied, "and she usually says she is," the
inspector has no power. There is evidently room for improve-
ment as to the care of these most unhappy little waifs.

Last 1ear’s Jlanchestep Inqt16sts.
The Manchester city coroner, Mr. E. A. Gibson, during

last year held 806 inquests, though nearly 1200 deaths were
reported to him. Among the verdicts were eight of wilful
murder, six of manslaughter, and 49 of suicide while insane.
In addition to these there were 33 where a verdict offelo de
se was given. This latter number seems remarkable when
compared with one’s recollections of verdicts on suicides as
given in the daily papers. What the ordinary proportion
of suicides, taking the country through, which are

classified as cases of felo de se, I do not know, but
in this case it contrasts strongly with the return of
the previous year, when only two such verdicts were

returned. The coroner questions witnesses closely as to
there having been any signs of insanity in the deceased
persons. He considers that the verdict should be according
to the evidence and not be determined by sentiment and
advises the juries " that less stigma rests on a family if the
finding is self-murder than if it is recorded that a man was

insane when he committed suicide." The question as to
sanity or otherwise in a case of suicide must often be a
difficult one for a jury and it is pretty well understood.that
the verdict of insanity is the most easily arrived at and
according to the popular idea the least distressing to the
friends and therefore that to which the jury generally
inclines. There were 365 deaths from accident and mis-
adventure, and 74 from excessive drinking, while 114 children
were found dead in bed. In 36 of these open verdicts were
returned.

Cotton Districts Convalescent ]j:unrl.
It is a far cry to the cotton famine of Lancashire and

Cheshire resulting from the American war between North
and South, but the efforts for the relief of the sufferers of
those days are still bearing fruit in the help given to con-
valescents to-day. At the meeting of the governors of the
fund on Feb. 2nd it was stated that during the past year
2898 patients were sent to the convalescent hospitals at

Southport and Buxton at a cost of a little over 5506, against
2751 patients at a cost of something more than 4862 in the
previous year.

Small-pox in (ldhccm.
Ten cases of small-pox were reported in Oldham during

the week-end. Three persons were summoned for " failing
to take proper steps to prevent the spread of the disease."
Two were fined 10s. and costs, and the third, who pleaded
ignorance, which the magistrates did not believe, was let off
with a caution in consideration of her poverty.

Feb. 13th. 
________________
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Congress of the Royal Setnitary Instit1tte.
ALTHOUGH there have been successful sessional meetings

of the Royal Sanitary Institute at Cardiff and at Bristol the
first congress of the institute to be held in the West of
England will be opened at Bristol on July 9th, under the
presidency of Sir Edward Fry. A very representative and
influential local committee has been formed with Mr. Colston
Wintle, the chairman of the health committee of the city
corporation, as chairman. A public meeting of this com-

mittee, with others interested, was held in the Guildhall
on Feb. 2nd, when the local arrangements for the

congress were discussed. The Victoria rooms will be used
as reception rooms and lecture rooms at the Uni-

versity College, together with the large hall of the
blind asylum, will be available for sectional meetings;
these buildings are comparatively near together, very con-
siderably nearer than were the meeting rooms used during
the congress weeks either at Bradford or at Manchester.
Among the municipal institutions which the members of the
congress will be able to visit there should be specially
mentioned the newly erected municipal lodging house and
the public baths, the latest of which is exceptionally well
designed. It is to be expected, too, that in a city of
unventilated sewers the question of sewer ventilation will be
freely discussed. Mr. T. J. Moss Flower has been appointed
the local secretary of the congress and Mr. Wintle will

preside over the conference of municipal representatives,
Dr. D. S. Davies over that of medical officers of health, and
Mr. H. Percy Boulnois, M.Inst.C.E , over that of engineers
and surveyors to sanitary authorities.

Poor-lam Administration in Bristol.
At a meeting of Poor-law officers held in Bristol on

Feb. 2nd Mr. J. J. Simpson, who has been clerk during the
past 31 years to the Bristol board of guardians, made some
very interesting references to the history of Poor-law
administration in the city. The first board of guardians to
be established in England and Wales was that formed in
Bristol in 1696 and it was 130 years before any other towns
followed suit, the board in London being formed in 1834.
In the early days of the Bristol board, said Mr. Simpson, it
exercised certain magisterial duties and administered a place
called "purgatory." Coming to more recent times it

appears that the annual Poor-law expenditure in Bristol is
.6140,000. Of this sum .699,000 go to the poor, lunatics
cost nearly .612,000, and only about .620,000 are spent upon
administration.

" Devonshire Butter."
At the meeting of the Tiverton (Devon) district council
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held on Jan. 30th it was decided to support the resolution of
the Central Chamber of Agriculture in favour of enforcing
the Acts to prevent adulteration. One of the members stated
that tons of foreign butter were imported and sent to Devon-
shire to be adulterated or mixed with that made in the
county and subsequently sent to Bristol and sold as ’’ pure
Devonshire butter " at ls. 22d. per pound. Another speaker
said he knew the place referred to and endorsed what the
previous member had said. The chairman said the council
could not move in the matter except to advise the county
analyst.

Stroud General Hospital.
At the annual meeting of the subscribers to the Stroud

General Hospital held on Jan. 31st reference was made to
the resignation of Mr. A. S. Cooke who had been honorary
surgeon to the hospital for the past 40 years. The chairman

(Rev. G. Ormerod) reminded the governors that Mr. Cooke
was the first house surgeon of the institution and at that
time also undertook the duties of honorary secretary. He
was, the chairman added, largely responsible for the erection
of the present building and to Mr. Cooke was also due in no
small measure the establishment of a Hospital Sunday in
Stroud. The governors passed a unanimous vote of thanks
to Mr. Cooke for his services and appointed him consulting
surgeon, which carries with it the position of a life governor.

Feb. 13th. 
__________________

SCOTLAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Universities of Edinburgh and St. Andre7vs Election.
THE official declaration of the poll for the election of a

Member of Parliament for these Universities was made on
Feb. 9th by Principal Sir William Turner. The numbers
were as follows :-

St. A./!t.Q Fri;nh"wrrh 1’J1nt.!.’J.l

After the figures were announced Sir William Turner con-
gratulated Sir John Batty Tuke on the result. The
successful candidate then briefly addressed those present.
He said that on the whole he was not sorry that there had
been a contest, for it had enabled the constituency to give
expression to an important principle and that was that Uni-
versity representation was not to depend upon the acceptance
or refusal of any special dogma whether of political economy
or of adherence to a particular party. The sinking of party
politics was well illustrated in the case of Lyon Playfair
who in 1868 was supported by a considerable section of Con-
servatives. He thought that the more politics were kept out
of consideration the better for the Universities. He had
received the support on the present occasion of men of all
shades of political opinion and he thought that a fourth of
his supporters were men who differed from him on matters
of general politics. He regarded the victory as an im-
portant academic victory. He felt the responsibility of
his position very deeply in this new Parliament, for he
had doubts as to how it would look upen medical science.
The President of the Local Government Board had openly
admitted that he was an enemy of vaccination and
Sir John Batty Tuke was not sure that greater difficulties
might not be placed in the way of the physiologist and patho-
logist than existed at present. He greatly regretted the
absence of Sir Michael Foster from the House of Commons.
He mentioned that of the 4200 men who were pledged to
him at the commencement of the poll every one, save one,
had fulfilled his pledge. He then thanked Mr. Strachey for
his courtesy and consideration and concluded by moving a
vote of thanks to Sir William Turner. This was seconded,
in the absence of Mr. Strachey and Professor Shield
Nicholson, by Professor Lodge. Sir John Batty Tuke was
cheered by a group of students on leaving the hall and in
response to their call for a speech he addressed a few
sentences to them.

Professor Clifford Allblltt in Edinbu1’gh.
On Feb. 7th Professor T. Clifford Allbutt was the guest

of the evening at the annual dinner of the Royal Medical
Society. In replying to the toast of his health he referred
to the history of the society, to the distinguished men whom

Edinburgh had produced, and of the position which Edin-
burgh alumni occupied in other places. He also spoke of
medical education and favoured the idea of a year of
training with a practitioner after graduation. On the

following day he gave a clinical address to the students

attending Dr. G. A. Gibson’s clinique when he spoke of heart
and vessel conditions.

Proposed Changes in Examinations in the Uniiersity
of Ed’inb1lrg h.

The University Court has been considering and has drafted
changes which it is proposed to make in the curriculum for
graduation in medicine and surgery. The aim of these

regulations is to enable students to appear for examination
in the earlier subjects of the curriculum at an earlier period
than has hitherto been the case. The object aimed at is
evidently to give more time for the final subjects and cer-
tainly all effort in that direction is deserving of support. It
would still further help if the University Court had applied
for powers to prevent, when it was thought desirable, students
attending classes of an advanced division when they had
failed in the subjects of an earlier division. Meanwhile the

University has no such power, the result being that the work
of classes sometimes gets hindered by a number of students
attending who are not in a position to benefit by the class
and who act as a drag upon the others. Nothing would
do more to lighten teaching in the practical classes and
in the Royal Infirmary than the possession of such power
as is here indicated and the exercise of it by the
examiners of the various divisions. All such authority
comes through His Majesty in Council.

Compensation under the Public Health Act.
The First Division of the Court of Session in Edinburgh

has given an important decision under the Public Health

(Scotland) Act, 1897. The pursuer was a farmer in
Renfrewshire and the action was raised against one of
the district committees of the county for compensation
for damage sustained by him through the committee exer-
cising one of the powers conferred upon it by the
Act. In September, 1904, there was an outbreak of

typhoid fever in Greenock and the pursuer supplied milk
to certain customers in the district in which the epidemic
occurred. The local authority of the burgh of Greenock
was of opinion that enteric fever was likely to be spread
by the delivery of milk from the pursuer’s farm and
asked the defenders as local authority of the district to
stop the milk-supply from the farm. The Renfrew local
authority declined to grant the order and the Greenock
local authority appealed to the sheriff-substitute of
the county, who ordained the pursuer to cease supplying
milk from his farm. From Sept. 20th to Nov. llth, 1904,
he sold no milk and he claimed compensation under the Act.
The defenders repudiated liability and held that the claim
for compensation should be directed against the local
authority of Greenock. Lord Low, in the Outer House, had
found the defenders liable and the First Division sustained
the judgment, holding that although the order was pro-
nounced by the sheriff-substitute, he represented the local
authority whieh was responsible for dealing with the matter.

8eotch University Reform.
At a meeting of the Aberdeen Students’ Representative

Council in Marischal College on Feb. 3rd the following
motions, carried among others at the Inter-University Con-
ference, were discussed :-

1. That this Conference is of passed opinion that the present system
of class examinations is hurtful to the best interests of Scottish uni-
versity life, and that, therefore, prize lists should be fixed by the results
of the degree examinations on a re-modelled basis.

This motion was rejected.
2. That, in view of the increasing importance of foreign study, work

done. and attendance given, by Scottish students at foreign universities
should be recognised, whenever procurable, as equivalent to similar
work and attendance at our own universities.

This motion was carried.
3. That this Conference recommends to the Senatus of the four

Scottish universities the necessity of affording increased facilities ior
the study of practical work in the Faculty of Medicine.

This motion was carried.
4. That a candidate for the degrees of M.B. and Ch.B. who has passed

the first professional examination in any of our Scottish universities.
be admitted to the second and subsequent professional examinations in
any other Scottish university on payment of the first professional
examination fee.

This motion was carried.
5. That a thorough reform of the medical curriculum is urgently

called for, and that in support of this contention the secretaries


